2 8            English Printing

close examination fails to detect any difference in
size or form during the whole period.

De Worde first began to use Roman type in 1520
for his scholastic hooks, but he made no general
use of it, remaining faithful to English black letter
to the end of his days. The only exceptions arc
the educational books, which he invariably printed,

*

as in fact did all the other printers of the period,
in a miniature fount of Gothic of a kind very popular
on the Continent in the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries.   De Worde's, however, was an excep-
tionally small fount.   In 1513 he procured another
fount of this type, in which he printed the Flowers
of Ovid, quarto, and in this the letters are of English
character, as may be seen particularly in the lower-
case ch.J   This fount, which was slightly larger,
he does not seem to have used very frequently.
As Julian Notary printed the Sermones Discipuli
in 1510, in the same type, it may have been lent by
one printer to the other.   In or about 1533 Do
Worde introduced the italic letter into some of his
scholastic books, and in Colet's Grammar, which
was amongst the last books he printed, we find it
in combination with English black letter, the small
4 grammar type,9 and Roman.

In these various types, between the beginning
of the century and his death in 1534, Wynkyxi de
Worde printed upwards of five hundred books
which have come down to us, complete or in frag-
ments. Thanks to the indefatigable energy of Mr.